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PIERCE COUNTY FIRE COMMISSIONERS’ ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES September 26, 2019 

FPD # 21 – Graham – 23014 70th Ave E

CALL TO ORDER – FLAG SALUTE 
President O’Harra Buttz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the flag salute. 

WELCOME and THANK YOU TO HOST 
President O’Harra Buttz thanked Graham Fire & Rescue for hosting tonight’s meeting.  Chief Dale 
welcomed everyone to Graham.  Remodel of administrative area recently so there were about 11 
of them in cubicles in this area.  Thanked Jodi Reynolds and Becky Barker for the food tonight.  
7,000 call volume.  In collaboration with Board members and Union they passed an M&O levy 
and hired 18 new firefighters.  Received a SAFR grant as well.  In November have ballot measure 
to lift EMS Levy.   

ROLL CALL – SELF-INTRODUCTIONS   
Roll was taken with self-introductions, according to the sign-in sheet, 9 Districts were represented 
by 22 attendees made up of Commissioners, Chiefs, Secretaries and/or visitors.    

PROGRAM –  
Sheriff Paul Pastor – New Governance Structure 
Vice President Sutich introduced Sheriff Paul Pastor.  He is hear because of the new SS911 
Board of Directors have constituted a number of people to the Board and feels that the Sheriff 
should be on the Board as well.  Fire Commissioners are represented on the Board and are 
elected officials.  Rationale for having Fire Commissioners, which they should be, applies to the 
Sheriff as well.  Encouraged the Association to support the Sheriff to be on the Board as well.  He 
has been in the position for 19 years.  Currently two representatives of the County on the Board 
of Directors, one has supported and one hasn’t until the last meeting.  He is here to ask for a 
favor of the Association, to support having the position of the Sheriff on the Board.  Decent, right 
and necessary to cover all people for public safety.  Increase the Board by one position.  
Distributed a letter (copy attached).  Question if there was any Law Enforcement on the Board?  
No there is not.  Not asking to supplant any fire representatives, asking for 1 more Board member 
position be added.  Public Safety focus.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Holm asked who 
decided originally who would be on the Board?  Sheriff Pastor stated he is suggesting a different 
look other than finances, etc. and that is representing the people and public safety.   

Vice President Sutich moved to send a letter of support of having the position of the Sheriff added 
to the Board of Directors of SS911.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion.  Vice President 
Sutich reminded everyone of the discussion some time ago that we only have 1 fire commissioner 
on policy board of SS911 and now we have 3.  Commissioner Portman asked if the votes are 
weighted?  Does it take 2/3 vote or does one carry more weight?  Sheriff Pastor sta t e d  i t  i s  
1  p e r s o n ,  1  v o t e .  Currently 11 members on Board.  President O’Harra Buttz called for 
the question.  MOTION CARRIED. 

PC Assessor Treasurer Mike Lonergan 
Vice President Sutich introduced PC Assessor Treasurer Mike Lonergan.  He distributed a 
handout (copy attached).  He gave an overview.  He is 7 years in and up for election again next 
year for a 3rd and final term.  Increase of 7.5% on average in AV county-wide.  2018 went up 
11.8% on average.  They look at every property in a 6 year cycle.  Commercial values went up 
12.5% on average.  Retail up about 5 ½%.  New construction was another banner year 2 1/3 
billion dollars of new construction added county-wide.  McCleary court decision on K-12 
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education funding.  Enrichment Levies which have to be voter approved.  Legislature increased 
from $1.50 to $2.50.  Over half of property taxes goes to school (State = 22.040% and Local 
Schools = 31.536%).  Senior and disabled exemptions changed by Legislature to a percentage of 
average household income starting next year.   $45,000.  Almost 12,000 parcels exempted this 
year.   
 
Kim Fleshman sent on the 16th the preliminary information to the Districts.  Only made one packet 
for each District, distributed.    Senior exemption and income level changing will affect the levies 
some.  3 different tiers, the highest tier is exempt from any excess levies.  Income level is 
reviewed every 4 years so that income level will change.  Something to be aware of when going 
for levies.  Statute for Fire Districts to submit budgets to County Council by November 30th, also 
statute to be submitted to Assessor Treasurer by November 30th as well.  Very helpful for budgets 
to be turned in early.  Feel free to contact her if you have any questions:  
kfleshm@co.pierce.wa.us or 253.798.7114 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Commissioner Egan moved and Commissioner Mitchell seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. Add Ed Egan under Old Business to discuss the Challenge/Thank You coins.  
Commissioner Egan moved and Commissioner Mitchell seconded to amend the motion.  
MOTION CARRIED.   
 
MINUTES OF August 22, 2019 MEETINGS and Treasurer’s Report – See attached 
It was moved by Commissioner Eckroth and seconded by Commissioner Egan to approve the 
August 22, 2019 minutes and the Treasurer’s Report (see attached copy on backside of Agenda) 
as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 
SGT. AT ARMS – NAME BADGES 
Commissioner Allison collected from those who forgot their badges.  For those who do not have 
badges, Jodi is here to take pictures.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 
 
REGULAR REPORTS: 
a) Regional Representative Report – Gene Dobry 
Reported the Fireline was emailed out recently.  The conference is next month.  Reminders for 
those not attending, make sure proxy votes are mailed by the 17th.  Also if you have a service 
award from 10-50 years that needs to be submitted by October 12th.  New hire for 
communications specialist, Shannon McMillin and for Sandy’s job HR Finance Manager to be 
advertised soon and hired by the first of December.  Shannon is going to start October 2nd and 
will be at the conference.  Nominating committee currently no competition for positions.  419 
people signed up so far.  This will be his last meeting as the November meeting competes with 
his Board meeting.  Thanked the Association for being the representative for the last 2 years. 
 
b) Legal - Joe and/or Eric Quinn 
Not present.   
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STANDING COMMITTEES: 
a) Fire Chiefs Association - Dan Rankin / Tom Sutich 
Reported their guest speaker were 2 young ladies talking on Camp Blaze.  Introduced new 
Dupont Chief Pat McElligott.   

 
b) Legislative - Dale Mitchell 
Reported the next meeting is scheduled for November 13th.  Pushing for retirement package for 
volunteers.  Already met with the Chiefs group on this.  Held up before with trying to get 
Chaplains included.  2 or 3 other issues as well will be ready after fall conference.   

 
c) Bates Technical College - Dan Rankin   
Nothing at this time. Several retirements coming up so kind of in limbo right now.  Commissioner 
Eckroth asked if issues resolved from computer hacker?  Yes.   

 
d) Fund Raising Activities -  Ed Egan 
Commissioner Egan had Commissioner Coleman draw the winning ticket.  Commissioner Mitchell 
won $30.00. 

 
e) Annual Picnic/Potluck – DORMANT - Bill Eckroth and Arlene Dannat 

 
f) Annual Banquet – Mike Cathey 
Not present. 
 
g) Scholarship & Education - Tom Sutich / Stan Moffett 
Reported education last meeting $800.00 was approved for Attorneys Joe and Eric Quinn to give 
a seminar the first of the year to meet the required training.  No sense in spending the money if 
people don’t attend.   
 
h) Awards Committee –  Sheila Niven 
Not present. 
 
i) Membership – Kevin Gorder 
Nothing at this time.  

 
j) Programs – Tom Sutich 
November speaker will be Chuck Lamont and January meeting will be Jody Lier from Resource 
Recovery Center.  Has spoke with Jim Heischman from Sheriff’s Department regarding Active 
Shooter training for possibly the February meeting. 

 
k) Sunshine -  Arlene Dannat 
Not present. Commissioner Egan saw that a Commissioner from another District passed away.  
President O’Harra Buttz to check with Arlene to see if she has sent sympathy cards. 

 
l) NAEFO – Gerry Gustafson 
Reported conference was in Las Vegas.  Bill Webb worked with Congress getting different federal 
legislation and money.  Also had Dale Lymon, George Dunkel, Ken Riddle as speakers.  Good 
meeting and also have Monte Olson who is the Executive Director.  He’s from Missouri and had 
several attendees from Missouri.  It was a good turnout.   
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m) Nominating –Dan Rankin / Sheila Niven 
Reported he has the following individuals nominated to positions: 
President:   

Tom Sutich 
 
Vice President:   

Stan Moffet 
Kevin Gorder 

 
Director: 

Kathy Kadow 
 
Let him or Sheila know if you are interested in running for President, Vice President or Director.  
Voting at the November 21st meeting.   
 
n) Audit – DORMANT - Dan Rankin / Margaret O’Harra Buttz 

 
o) SS911 Committee – Pat McElligott 
Reported had ground breaking this month and a meeting yesterday.  He was not able to attend, 
Tom Sutich attended as alternate.  Budget was passed.  Architect, Consultant or Project Manager 
for new construction was approved.  Commissioner McElligott stated he’s known Paul Pastor for 
20 years.  The Operations Board used to only be 3 people.  Have to be diligent in what law 
enforcement is asking from this group.  Law Enforcement is largest user of radios.  Commissioner 
Portmann stated Paul Pastor did present to the Police Chiefs Association and they did not 
endorse him.  Comes down to cost allocation.  There are 2 people from the County and could 
have put him on as a representative by the County Executive and didn’t.  This is a bigger issue 
than it appears and do need to be cautious and use due diligence.  Discussion followed.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Challenge/Thank you coins 
Commissioner Egan reported that he has ordered 100 coins from Tacoma Trophy.  $546.00 for 
100 of them.  He was told it took about 10 hours to create the artwork for the coin.  Sent around 
an example.  Intended to give to guest speakers and then would like for Association Members to 
be able to buy one.  Not sure at what cost to charge, etc.  Discussion followed.  It was agreed to 
charge $10.00 a coin.  Commissioner McElligott moved that coins be sold at $10.00 each.  
Commissioner Holm seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.  President O’Harra Buttz 
thanked Ed for his work on the coins. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Nothing at this time. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
Meeting sign up – reminder for agencies to sign up to host a meeting next year. 
 
Nomination Forms for the Bill Jarmon Award will be emailed out tomorrow and will be posted, 
available on the website. 
 
ADJOURN 
There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Rankin and seconded by 
Commissioner Eckroth to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 8:42 pm. 
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Submitted by: 
 
 
Denise Menge,  
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Website:  http://www.pcfirecommissioners.org/SitePages/Home.aspx 
 
2019 Meeting Dates and Locations: 
January 24, 2019 - FPD # 5 – Gig Harbor – 10222 Bujacich Rd NW                                                       
February 28, 2019 – FPD # 6 – Central Pierce – 17520 22nd Ave E, Tacoma 
March 28, 2019 – FPD # 22 – East Pierce – 18421 Veterans Memorial Dr, Bonney Lake 
April 25, 2019 – FPD # 13 – Browns/Dash Point – 4815 Wa-Tau-Ga Ave NE 
May 23, 2019 – FPD # 18 – Orting Valley – 401 Washington Ave SE 
June 27, 2019 – FPD # 16 – Key Peninsula – 8911 Key Peninsula Hwy KPN 
July 25, 2019 – Potluck BBQ – CPFR Station 60 17520 22nd Ave E                                         
August 22, 2019 – FPD # 17 South Pierce – Roy Community Center - 122 3rd St. E. 
Sept. 26, 2019 – FPD # 21 – Graham – 23014 70th Ave E  
October 24, 2019 - NO MEETING – STATE CONFERENCE 
November 21, 2019 – FPD #3 – West Pierce – 5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW, Lakewood 
     (3rd Thursday due to 4th Thursday being Thanksgiving) 
December 5, 2019 – NO MEETING – ANNUAL BANQUET – Tacoma Golf & Country Club 
 
2020 Meeting Dates and Locations: 
January 23, 2020 - Gig Harbor – 10222 Bujacich Rd NW                                                   
February 27, 2020 – Central Pierce – 17520 22nd Ave E, Tacoma 
March 26, 2020 –   
April 23, 2020 – East Pierce – 18421 Veterans Memorial Dr, Bonney Lake 
May 28, 2020 – Orting Valley – 401 Washington Ave SE 
June 25, 2020 –   
July 23, 2020 – BBQ/Potluck –   
August 27, 2020 –   
September 24, 2020 –   
October 22, 2020 - NO MEETING – STATE CONFERENCE 
November 19, 2020 –  West Pierce – 5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW, Lakewood 
     (3rd Thursday due to 4th Thursday being Thanksgiving) 
December 3, 2020 – NO MEETING – ANNUAL BANQUET 
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